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ACTION SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO INR-07 DHA-02 ORM-02 SCA-01 VO-03 

SS-15 CIAE-00 L-03 PRS-01 /052 W 

026992 

R 172043Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 792 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 3324 

FOR SONNENFELDT SY/SAS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR 

SUBJ: SERGEI NEMTSANOV, SOVIET OLYMPICS DEFECTOR 
REF: OTTAWA 3177 

1 . LOCAL NEWS MEDIA AUGUST 16/17 REPORTED SOVIET OLYMPIC DE- 
FECTOR NEMTSANOV IS CONSIDERING RETURN TO USSR. PUSSESTER, 

CHIEF OFREFUGEE POLICY DIVISION, MANPOWER AND IMMIGRATION, 
CONFIRMED TO EMBOFF THAT THIS IS NEMTSANOV’S MOOD. HE SUS- 
PECTS IT IS DUE TO COMBINATION OF UNREQUITED LOVE FOR US GIRL- 
FRIEND, REALIZATION THAT EVERYDAY LIFE IS NOT THE SAME AS THE 
OLYMPIC VILLAGE, AND ORDINARY HOMESICKNESS OF SEVENTEEN- YEAR- 
OLD BOY. GOC IS CONTEMPLATING WHAT ACTION TO TAKE, IF ANY; 

THEY ARE TENDING AT PRESENT TO DO NOTHING AND LET NEMT- 
SANOV MAKE HIS OWN DECISION. HE HAS FREEDOM TO GO AS HE CHOOSES 
WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION OR KNOWLEDGE OF GOC. PUDDESTER COM- 
MENTED THAT IN FACT NEMTSANOV HAD PLANNED TO LEAVE AUGUST 17, 
BUT DELAYED TO THINK THINGS OVER A BIT LONGER. 
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